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Minister’s Letter    46 Kellie Wynd 

DUNBLANE 

 

February 2017 

 

Dear brothers and sisters  

 

Arrrggghhhh (please read that in a pirate voice) 

 

I write this minister’s letter with a bit of a sore throat. Why I hear you 

ask? Well I have just spent most of the last week as a mad pirate in the 

St Blane’s Drama Club version of Treasure Island.  It was great fun but 

I don’t think I ever want to do a pirate accent again (oh yes I do). 

 

Treasure Island, as you know, has a bit of a connection with these here 

parts, oops sorry I can’t get the pirate thing out of my head. Robert 

Louis Stevenson used to holiday in Bridge of Allan and if you have 

walked the Darn path between there and Dunblane you will have seen 

the beautiful carved bench outside the cave that is supposed to have 

inspired him for part of the story. 

 

In the adventure we portrayed, the pirates spend a great deal of time and 

effort trying to find the treasure or booty and are eventually thwarted 

and lose out. 

 

So having spent months rehearsing and almost a week performing the 

panto, I have been thinking a great deal about treasure. The New 

Testament has a lot to say on the treasure, here are but a few: 

 

Matthew 2 
0 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the 

house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down 

and worshipped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented 

him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having been 

warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their 

country by another route. 
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Matthew 6 
19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and 

vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for 

yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not 

destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 

 

Matthew 13 
44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a 

man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he 

had and bought that field. 

 

Luke 12 
33 Sell your possessions and give to the poor.  Provide purses for 

yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never 

fail, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your 

treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

 

The pirates in Treasure Island would relate a bit to that sense of treasure 

in those readings from Matthew and Luke. There we see treasure as a 

rare thing, a costly thing, and something that you do anything to gain. 

We also get the sense that the treasure the New Testament talks about is 

not just gold and silver but something else, something we can store up 

in heaven. Something that can’t be stolen or taken but what is it? 

 

2nd Corinthians 4 
6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light 

shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory 

displayed in the face of Christ. 7 But we have this treasure in jars of 

clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from 

us. 8 We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but 

not in despair; 

 

Paul as he writes to the Corinthians also talks of this treasure being 

something that is not just in heaven but also lives in us.  Something that 

is not us but is given to us to empower us to live lives of faith, lives that 
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are hard pressed on every side, but nor crushed; perplexed but not in 

despair. Now we begin to see something of the worth of that real 

treasure. Who wouldn’t want that sort of power in our lives? 

 

Colossians 2 
2 My goal is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so 

that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order 

that they may know the mystery of God, namely Christ, 3 in whom are 

hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 4 I tell you this so 

that no one may deceive you by fine-sounding arguments. 

 

But what is this treasure? Well Paul sums it all up perfectly in 

Colossians 2. His goal is that those he is writing to (including us) may 

be encouraged; that we would know the mystery of God, namely Christ, 

who shows us the mystery of God. Paul hopes that we would know 

Christ in whom is hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

 

Friends, as we think of precious treasure, precious treasure presented to 

Christ by wise men, precious treasure that someone would buy a field to 

protect, precious treasure stored up in heaven and also living in us; we 

focus once more on Jesus.  Jesus who explains all life; Jesus who shows 

the riches of God’s grace, Jesus who encourages and unites us. 

 

The daft pirates in Treasure Island were fairly single-minded in seeking 

their treasure.  Let’s also be the same and singled minded and seek Jesus 

all the more because he is the source of real treasure, because he is the 

real treasure. The pirates tried to follow a map.  Look not to a map but 

the word of God.  Read and meditate on the verses I have quoted, allow 

them to bring you to Him, allow them to encourage you to seek Him 

above all else and may you be sustained with the all surpassing power 

found only in God through Jesus. 

 

Till next time me hearties. 

 

Gary 
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Funerals - 

                             “forever with the Lord” 

 

15th Dec 2016  Dugald McCall 

10th Jan 2017  Jim Wilson 

27th Jan 2017   Elizabeth McLean 

 

 

 

 

Letter from Janette Cattan and Family 

 
Dear Friends 

 

Janette, Alex, Elizabeth and Lynda would like to thank everyone for 

their kindness and support which is ongoing and much appreciated still. 

 

Your presence and prayers have helped us through this sad and difficult 

time. We will always remember your warmth and affection. 

 

God bless you all. 

 

Janette and Family 

 
 

 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Items for May Chronicles should be submitted by  

Saturday 29th April.  Contributions are always welcomed.  

Please e-mail douglas@crannoch.plus.com 

mailto:douglas@crannoch.plus.com
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  25th Stirling (Dunblane) Boys’ Brigade 
 

  

 
 

Boys Brigade Update 

  
I hope you all had a lovely Christmas and on behalf of the Boys’ 

Brigade I would like to wish everyone a very Happy New Year! 

  

The BB’s busy session continues and 2017 is a special year as it’s the 

100th Anniversary of the Junior Section (originally called the ‘Life 

Boys’ and the ‘Boys’ Life Brigade) and we will have several events to 

celebrate this important milestone. 

  

We held a very successful Collection for Startup Stirling and had great 

support at the M&S bag packing day just before Christmas.  Thanks to 

all who supported this and to those who came along to our Carol 

Service. 

  

The Anchor boys are thriving too under their new leader, Ally Lunan, 

and with numbers in the 30’s, this kept Santa busy when he visited just 

before Christmas. 

  

Company Section boys have, amongst other things, enjoyed a visit to 

Xscape in Glasgow for a fun filled night of indoor skiing, crazy golf, 

bowling and other such activities, whilst the senior boys have enjoyed a 

night at the McLaren sports complex in Callander. 

  

The Band continues to amaze us all and last December achieved a Silver 

Plus award at the regional heats of the Scottish Concert Band Festival. It 

was the first time they have entered such a competition and, in gaining 
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the award, they also qualified for the finals of the competition, to be 

held in Perth Concert Hall in March 2017. The band had a very busy 

Christmas period, entertaining not just at churches but at M&S, 

Randolph Hill, Dunblane Hydro, Edinburgh Airport, Forth Valley Royal 

Hospital and Bo’ness Steam Railway.  

  

Due to some changes in officers’ work patterns, we are actively seeking 

adults to come and get involved with our Company Section, which 

meets on Friday nights 7.45 pm -10.00 pm and Sundays (alternate 

weeks morning/evening meetings). We have a fantastic large group of 

boys and if you would enjoy being part of this, and share in the 

Christian ethos of the organisation, please give me a call for a chat to 

find out more on 823192. 

  

As we move into the second half of the BB session, there is lots for the 

boys to get involved with and look forward to, the latter half of the 

National Competitions, Battalion Competitions, such as 5-a-side 

Football and Ten Pin Bowling, Display in May and of course Summer 

Camp which will be the first full week of the school holidays. 

  

In his service. 

 

Paul Christmas 

Captain. 

823192 
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Dunblane Council of Churches: Ecumenical Lent Course 

 
Dunblane Council of Churches is intending again to organise 

ecumenical study groups this Lent. We hope to run at least two groups, 

one in the daytime and one in the evening. We will be using the material 

provided by the charity Embrace the Middle East (previously known 

as Bible Lands). This may be found on-line at 

http://www.embraceme.org/lent-2017.  

 

If you would like to join one of these groups please let Anthony Birch 

know (823749 / adjbirch@btinternet.com ) saying if you would prefer a 

daytime or evening group and which days you could / could not 

manage. 

 

Hope this is of interest and you will consider supporting this. 

 

Dan Gunn  

Chair DCC 
 

 

Friends in Clackmannan? 
 

If you have friends in the ‘wee county’ who might be looking for a volunteering 

opportunity please advise them of the following: 

  

OPEN MEETING –Menstrie Church Hall -7.30pm –Monday 20th February  

 

We are now actively looking for volunteers to help set up a service for visitors to 

Glenochil. 

 

Speakers will include Very Rev Dr Andrew McLellan, former Moderator and Chief 

Inspector of Prisons, Nigel Ironside Governor of Glenochil and current volunteers at 

Cornton Vale Visitor Hub. 

 

Any help you can give in promoting this will be greatly appreciated. 

 

Dan Gunn 

 

http://www.embraceme.org/lent-2017
mailto:adjbirch@btinternet.com
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Korce Girls’ Safe House - Helping Damaged Children  
 

Always keen to brighten the day of customs officials, I arrived in Albania with 

a fire escape, half a ton of bed-wetting pads, every bit of glittery/ shiny/ 

sparkly/ velvety material I could find, sensory gel-filled toys, a full set of 

diagrams for puberty-education and a bed-wetting alarm that turned out to 

closely resemble an improvised electronic explosive device. Thank you to all 

the people who prayed for the equipment’s safe arrival, as God provided an 

Albanian Security Guard in Heathrow who was both excited and delighted 

when he heard where it was going.  

Korce girls’ safe house 

grew out of a street 

children’s centre and has 

been open for 9 years. 

There, eight girls with 

histories of severe trauma 

are cared for and protected 

from previous abusers.   

The work with the home is 

divided into three parts: 

puberty and safe touch 

education, work to help the 

girls reconnect with their senses and work with the staff to help them manage 

the girls’ disturbed behaviour.  Girls in the safe house have multiple problems. 

All of them have been rescued from situations of extreme abuse. Of three 

newly arrived girls, two struggle with spoken language and one’s known to 

have had a severe head injury.   

For these girls, the first step is to help them communicate without words. After 

a long couple of weekends with UK 

communication cards, google translate,  

scissors, prittstick, a printer and laminator, 

we’d over two hundred pictures to help the 

girls understand what’s happening around 

them and express their needs.  Obeying the 

rules is very hard 

if you don’t 

understand them, 

and high levels of 

frustration are 

Girls with Eni and Rebecca. From left to right, Romina, Marie, 
Anna, Camilla, Erisilda and Gerta 
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inevitable when you can’t express yourself. The picture shows a “board 

maker” game, where the girls show what they like and dislike. It was 

reassuring to see that tastes for vegetables, fizzy drinks and telly were the same 

across our two countries.  The pictures also contained pictorial instructions for 

activities that have been new for some girls arriving at the home: using a toilet, 

having a bath or attending to their intimate hygiene.  With the staff, we worked 

on helping the children co-operate and feel safe by having pictures of what 

activity comes next (brushing teeth, getting dressed or breakfast).  

 

The puberty and safe-touch education involved long negotiation: it took three 

days to eventually compromise on getting the girls to agree an acceptable 

euphemism per orifice. This was despite the fact that most of the girls needed 

the language to give police 

statements.  

Otherwise, we played games 

about what clothes and body 

parts can be shown where; 

what parts of the body 

different people can touch 

and how close different 

people are to you. As 

expected, the girls really 

struggled with the last. 

Because they’d been starved 

of love when they were 

small, they all try to attract 

love and attention from any adult they meet. They 

weren’t able to put anyone in the “strangers” or “people 

you just smile at” circles.  Because of the abuse they’ve 

experienced, most of the girls have had to learn to switch 

off their physical sensations. This was useful at the time, 

but cuts them off from enjoyment and relating to their 

body. Every session with the girls started and ended with 

a dance, and exploring all of the five senses.  

The high point of the visit was seeing Erisilda (opposite). 

Last year she attended the street children’s centre, and at 

six was mute, unable to process information and too 

scared to draw a picture. After six weeks of being at the 

centre, she is lively, still struggling with language but speaking non-stop and 



 

 

11 

will start school for the first time this term. Three other children I worked with 

at the street children’s centre have also been taken to children’s homes.  

 

Please Pray 

 

The staff at the home and street children’s centre are struggling with 

community opposition, red tape and under-staffing. The home has 1-2 staff per 

eight girls on any one shift. In the UK they’d have 1:1 staffing and support 

from two sets of children’s mental health teams. Please pray for their 

encouragement and strength.  

Because children have gone into care, there’s increasing opposition to the 

street children’s centre and many parents have withdrawn their children. This 

is the only place many of those children get hot food, education and supportive 

adult contact. Please 

pray for a softening of 

attitudes and for the 

staff, who’ve had to 

physically protect some 

of the children from 

their families.  

Maria (a sixteen year old 

girl with an intellectual 

disability) is moving on 

from the home to 

another care setting. 

Please pray she settles 

well and builds good 

relationships with carers 

there. Please pray for the 

new girls arrived at the 

home to settle, and for wisdom for the staff in caring for them.  

My dates for going out to Egypt have been pushed back to late 2017 due to 

needing surgery. Please pray for ongoing good healing and preparation.  

 

Jenny Bryden 

 

 

 

Staff at the Girls' Home and Street Kids' Centre 
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Charities Update 
 

Thank you for all your generous contributions which go to support St 

Blane's nominated charities. 

 

The following is a brief update. 

 

Start - Up Stirling  

 

Your contributions of food stuffs etc are greatly appreciated. Special 

needs are intimated on the screen notices.  Sheena Perrie and Anne 

Stark regularly uplift goods from the trolley and take them to the 

distribution depot : Unit 9, 10 Munro Rd ,Stirling FK7 7UU.  

 

A couple of our members use their knitting talents to produce beautiful 

baby garments which are also distributed by an arm of Start-Up.  

 

 

Ekwendeni Mission Hospital Malawi Orphans and Vulnerable 

Children Programme 

 

In 2015/16 a total of just over £1,300 has been raised in St Blane's . This 

includes the money raised from ‘Pledge Pots’, the Junior Church, and 

tea and coffee contributions. Our contribution goes through Church of 

Scotland headquarters to support a number of activities; 

 

• education support by paying school fees for secondary and tertiary 

students. 

• provision of fertiliser and food and improve food security. 

• construction of housing. 

• establishment and facilitating the running of community based 

childcare for children under 5 years. 

• provision of psychosocial care for orphans and vulnerable children 

through children corners where children between 6-18 meet on 

Saturdays to learn life skills.  
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Stirling Street Pastors 

 

Since October money collected at tea and coffee is going to Stirling 

Street Pastors.   The ethos of this voluntary organisation is ‘listening, 

caring, helping’.  Teams of 3 or 4 volunteers, all practising Christians, 

operate between 10 pm and 4 am on the streets of Stirling. They aim to 

ensure the safety and peace of those using the city centre during the 

night while providing emotional, spiritual and physical support.  

The current copy of their newsletter, Call2Pray, can be obtained from 

Linda Bassett.  Our collection at our watch night Service went to this 

charity. 

 

You may wish to consider volunteering . Further information is 

available on the website www.streetpastors.org/locations/stirling/ 

 

 

Linda Bassett 
 

 

 

 

Dear Friends of Start-Up Stirling 
 

I would like to wish you all a happy and peaceful new year and share a 

sense of our achievements here at Start-Up Stirling in 2016.  The last 

couple of months have been incredibly overwhelming and challenging 

and amazing and so much more!  As ever we really wish the need for 

our services did not exist but, whilst it does, we will continue to support 

those who need our help as best we can. 

 

I know I speak on behalf of the staff team in saying we could not do 

what we do without the support received from our volunteers, partners, 

churches, schools and all those individuals (like yourselves) in our local 

community who continue to support and share our work with others.  

 

http://www.streetpastors.org/locations/stirling/
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☆ Foodbanks - We are regularly providing food to around 220 people a 

week in our foodbanks and in 2016 this has risen from 30% to 33% 

children.  During the early winter time this peaked around 280 people 

per week.  Throughout 2016 we have provided 102,800 meals to those 

attending our foodbanks.  Other than the increase in children the other 

main trend we have seen this year is around repeat referrals.  50% of 

those we have supported have been supported on more than one 

occasion.  The main developments within our foodbanks last year was 

our rural delivery service which started in Dec 2015 and, as of this 

month, will start with regular runs twice a week reaching many of the 

more physically and geographically isolated in need of our support 

throughout Stirlingshire.   

 

The feedback we continue to receive illustrates that the listening, care 

and kindness provided by those who volunteer in the foodbanks means 

so much to those whom we are supporting.  Adding CAB's direct 

support within the foodbanks has been a real step forward and we are 

hoping to develop this further in 2017. 

 

☆ Starter packs - In 2016 we have provided 213 starter packs, an 

increase of 40% on 2015.  In addition to the core items in our starter 

pack boxes we have also been able to provide duvets, pillows, kettles, 

toasters,  microwaves, irons and ironing boards as needed.   

 

☆ Food education and nutrition - In partnership with NHS and Forth 

Environment Link we have been providing recipe cards and having 

conversations about how those attending our foodbanks are cooking and 

using the ingredients we provide. Funds raised from last year's feed a 

family appeal enabled us not only to provide Christmas and new year 

dinners but also to continue to provide fresh fruit and vegetables weekly 

to all those attending our foodbanks and to purchase fresh 

meat/eggs/cheese/additional ingredients to help encourage folks to have 

the confidence to cook more from scratch. Feedback from this has been 

inspiring and I look forward to seeing how this continues to develop.  
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☆ Sunlite Cafe partnership - We have been collecting vegetables on a 

regular basis that would otherwise go to waste and with our partnership 

with the Sunlite café, and funds won at the Stirling soup event in 

September, we have been able to provide nutritious homemade soup 

(frozen) to those attending our foodbanks.  

 

☆ Christmas - We were able to give roast dinners to all those attending 

the foodbanks over Christmas and new year and also provided gifts, 

advent calendars and Christmas and New Year hampers. 

 

☆ Donations - There was a whopping 15,000 kg of donations weighed in 

throughout December which was incredibly overwhelming and has left 

us with a real (but welcome!) storage challenge.  We need to vacate the 

additional space we had in Dec/Jan by the end of January so our unit is a 

hive of activity. 

 

☆ Feed a Family Appeal - In addition to being overwhelmed by the 

donations at the unit, the Feed a Family Appeal this winter has raised an 

incredibly generous £25,000, so we are looking forward to being able to 

plan our priorities based on the additional monies raised.  This will 

enable us to continue with the work we have done next year and keep on 

developing even more as well. 

 

☆ Investing in Volunteers - We really do value the input from all of our 

volunteers and supporters so look forward to continuing to support our 

volunteering with improved training and opportunities to keep helping 

us make a difference.    

 

☆ Beyond the Foodbank - We were successful in a funding bid with the 

Scottish Government Fair Food Transformation Fund in securing 18 

months of funding.   The meal at the Cowane Centre on Thurs 29th 

December for some of the folks we have supported via the foodbanks 

was one of the first major milestones as part of this work. Although 

there were not as many attendees as we may have hoped, those who did 

attend on the day gave us some incredibly constructive and warm 

feedback to help us build on this.  This is the first time we have 
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organised an event such as this and there was a real sense of pride by all 

those who helped to make this a success and, as someone said to me this 

morning, 'quality not quantity!'  This work is really aiming to work in a 

more in-depth way with some of our service users and bringing the most 

appropriate range of support agencies closer to them in a way that 

doesn't feel too daunting or overwhelming and ultimately reduce the 

number of people having to keep returning to our foodbanks by 

empowering them around food, money, fuel and health.  Our plan is to 

have this up and running by the end of Jan/early Feb. 

 

☆ We have lots of plans in the pipeline for the coming year - amongst 

other things, we are about to start a review of the referral system and the 

pack contents and ,as ever, we welcome your feedback on our efforts.   

 

Please do share this information with any groups you are part of who 

continue to support our work.  Thank you all for your ongoing support 

and I really look forward to what we are able to achieve in the coming 

year.   

 

Best wishes 

Linda 
 

 

ALL THINGS MADE NEW –WRITINGS ON THE 

REFORMATION 

DIARMAID MacCULLOCH - ALLEN LANE - 2016 - £25 

 

2017 brings numerous significant anniversaries. The two Russian 

Revolutions are possibly the first to come to mind plus the continuing 

challenges of how to remember the ghastly brutal battles of WW1. One 

is the action of a certain Martin Luther nailing 95 theses to the wall of 

the castle church in Wittenberg. This occurred in 1517 and started what 

became known as The Reformation. How should this truly historic long 

lasting ‘revolution’ be remembered? How much do ‘we’ know about 

this action which had such dramatic immediate and subsequent 

reverberations? 
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‘Life and Work’ had no less than three articles in its January edition. St 

Andrews University is hosting a full and varied programme of events 

throughout 2017. This book is one of many exploring what is meant 

today by ‘The Reformation’ appealing to a broad audience of Christians 

of all denominations, mainstream secular historians, English literature 

enthusiasts and lovers of church music. It is clear ‘the Reformation’ still 

lives and is fermenting ‘a huge growth industry’ despite being ‘difficult 

to grasp’.  MacCulloch argues emphatically that Christianity cannot be 

understood today without understanding ‘the reformation’ which in turn 

has ‘an inexhaustible variety’ of interpretations. 

 

Diarmaid MacCulloch is a prolific highly regarded historian and regular 

broadcaster. This book is a compilation of previously published material 

composed of 22 chapters divided into three parts - Reformations across 

Europe: The English Reformation and Looking Back on the English 

Reformation. Clearly England dominates but very much in a European 

and, at times, truly international context. Scotland even receives 

periodic recognition! The author is described as ‘learned far-seeing 

sometimes subversive and often witty’ and all these characteristics are 

readily on display. There is a particularly amusing chapter on an Irish 

writer from a well-established family who wrote about various events 

which never occurred but were widely believed at the time and 

subsequently. Perhaps our current fear of a post-truth society with 

alternative facts is not as new as we think. 

 

For those interested in cathedrals and music and Queen Elizabeth 1, he 

carefully and enthusiastically explains the unique link, which is not 

widely known. MacCulloch gives a chapter to the life and work of 

William Byrd ultimately describing the choral tradition as ‘England’s 

distinctive gift to the world of music’. Overall the book is a judicious 

balance of analysing complex theological divides, understanding a 

series of dominant mercurial figures who seemed to change their minds 

regularly and offers insights into the ever evolving relationship between 

church and state. Fundamentally MacCulloch argues that the 

reformation was and still is about ‘what constitutes authority for 
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Christians.’ The ‘authority crisis’ began in 1533 and has ‘not stopped 

since’.  The first Russian revolution lasted approximately seven months. 

The second survived for all of seven decades. What MacCulloch calls 

the catholic counter–revolution succeeded in turning Christianity into a 

truly worldwide religion including America, Asia and sub-Saharan 

Africa. What became known as the Anglican Community was ‘a 

product of the reformation but a peculiar one’. The label ‘protestant’ 

was created in 1529 and of course continues to this day. 

 

The title comes from 2 Corinthians 5:12 the old things are passed 

away, behold all things are made new. The Reformation lives on.  500 

years on do we really want to lay down our fears and our prejudices of 

‘the other’ and use this anniversary as a means of truly coming 

together? 

 

Dan Gunn  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Coffee morning – Bridge of Allan Church Hall 

Saturday 11th March 10-12 

 
This annual event is our main fundraising event. Do come if you can. 

Enjoy a change of scenery. We will have information on our latest 

work at Cornton Vale and our plans for Glenochil.  Tickets will be 

available shortly.  

 

Dan Gunn 

Chair – Stirling Inter-Faith Community Justice Group 
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Will you give just 0.02% of your time in 2017 for Christian Aid? 

 

0.02% represents 2 hours out of the 8,784 that make up 2017. You’d 

never miss these couple of hours, yet they could make all the difference 

to some of the poorest people in the world. 

 

Christian Aid has a policy of supporting aid projects run by local 

partners, so the help offered is used directly and does not get swallowed 

up in government bureaucracy. And what seems a moderate amount of 

money to us can make a huge difference in a third world country. 

 

So this is a request for you to spend just 0.02% of your time being a 

house-to-house collector during Christian Aid week, which this year 

runs from Sunday 14th to Saturday 20th May. 

 

Being a collector is quite straightforward. We ask you to put out 

envelopes early in the week to a group of houses and go back later on to 

collect them. You would normally be allocated around 40 houses and 

we try to give you an area near your home, so it’s also a great 

opportunity to get to know your neighbours better. 

 

The Dunblane Christian Aid Committee has an admirable record of 

bringing together all the churches in the town to work on behalf of 

Christian Aid. We want to maintain that reputation and, as Dunblane 

grows, to build on what we have already achieved. Please be part of our 

aspirations for a bumper Christian Aid week and the benefits that can 

bring for our fellow humans living in the most challenging situations. 

 

Do let Bill Baird, co-ordinator of the house-to-house collection, know 

that you are willing to spend just two ten-thousandths of 2017 to make 

life better for people around the globe.  

 

Bill can be contacted on 01786 821909 / wwb1705@hotmail.co.uk. 

mailto:wwb1705@hotmail.co.uk
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Church and Society Council - Update 
 

First a memory test. Do you recall me asking you at church to fill in a postcard 

with a question –Imagine Scotland 2025 - what should change in your view? 

Some responded with enthusiasm –others with, to put it mildly, caution. 

Whatever your response, perhaps you have wondered what, if anything, 

happened. 

 

Over 11,000 cards were returned.  The target was 10,000. 

After much deliberation, assessing all the responses and the changes identified, 

Council staff and members came up with following seven themes: 

  

·         Flourishing Local Communities 

·         Doing Politics Differently 

·         Investing in Young People 

·         Health and Wellbeing 

·         Caring for Creation 

·         Building Global Friendships 

·         An Economy Driven by Equality 

  

However difficult that process was, it is as nothing as to how we offer a church 

input to these secular themes. How can we influence policy and practice? This 

is what we are wrestling with today and for years to come. This is our agenda. 

Is it yours? We can complain as much as we like about our ever more secular 

society but, if the church is not contributing and offering our witness, then 

what is our complaint?  Civic society in general and Scottish Government in 

particular do want to hear from the faith community, whether we speak with 

one voice or not. 

  

Look again at the seven above. What does your faith say about your life and 

your actions?  In future articles I will look in more detail as to what the 

Council is saying, doing and highlighting what is already happening. 

Remember this work in your prayers.    

  

  

Dan Gunn 
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Children’s Corner  
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Daily Bible Reading Guide for 

March - May 2017 
March 2017    April 2017 

Wed 1 Luke 18:9-14  Sat 1 John 6:60-71 

Thur 2 John 1: 29-34    

Fri 3 John 1:35-42  SUN 2 Mark 8:31-9:1 

Sat  4 John 1:43-51  Mon 3 John 9:1-17 

  Tue 4 John 9:18-41 

SUN 5 Mark 2:18-22  Wed 5 John 10:1-18 

Mon 6 John 2:1-12  Thur 6 John 10:19-42 

Tue 7 John 2:13-22  Fri 7 John 11:1-27 

Wed 8 John 2:23-3:15  Sat 8 John 11:28-44 

Thur 9 John 3:16-21   

Fri  10 John 3:22-36  SUN 9 Matt 21:12-17 

Sat 11 John 4:1-26  Mon 10 John 12:9-19 

     Tue 11 John 12:20-26 

SUN 12 Mark 3:31-4:9  Wed 12 John 12:27-36 

Mon 13 John 4:27-42  Thur 13 John 17 

Tue 14 John 4:43-54  Fri   14 John 13:36-38 

Wed 15 John 5:1-18  Sat 15 John 19:38-42 

Thur 16 John 5:19-29   

Fri 17 John 5:30-47  SUN 16 John 1:1-18 

Sat 18 John 7:1-13  Mon 17 John 14:1-14 

  Tue 18 John 14:15-31 

SUN 19 Mark 5:1-20  Wed 19 John 15:1-11 

Mon 20 John 7:14-36  Thur 20 John 15:12-27 

Tue 21 John 7:37-52  Fri  21 John 16:1-15 

Wed 22 John 8:12-20  Sat 22 John 16:16-33 

Thur 23 John 8:21-32   

Fri 24 John 8:33-47  SUN 23 John 14:1-7 

Sat 25 John 8:47-59  Mon 24 John 17:1-11 

  Tue 25 John 17:12-19 

SUN 26 Mark 8:11-21  Wed 26 John 17:20-26 

Mon 27 John 6:1-15  Thur 27 Luke 3:1-14 

Tue 28 John 6:16-27  Fri  28 Luke 3:15-22 

Wed 29 John 6:27-40  Sat 29 Luke 4:1-13 

Thur 30 John 6:41-51   

Fri 31 John 6:52-59  SUN 30 John 21:15-25 
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May 2017 
 

Mon 1 Luke 4:14-30 

Tue 2 Luke 4:31-37 

Wed 3 Luke 4:38-44  

Thur 4 Luke 5:1-11 

Fri  5 Luke 5:12-26 

Sat 6 Luke 5:27-39 

 

SUN 7 Matt 7:15-29 

Mon 8 Luke 6:1-11 

Tue 9 Luke 6:12-26 

Wed 10 Luke 6:27-38 

Thur 11 Luke 6:39-49 

Fri 12 Luke 7:1-17 

Sat  13 Luke 7:18-35 

 

SUN 14 Matt 7:7-14 

Mon 15 Luke 7:36-50 

Tue 16 Luke 8:1-15 

Wed 17 Luke 8:16-25 

Thur  18 Luke 8:26-39 

Fri 19 Luke 8:40-56 

Sat 20 Luke 9:1-17 

 

SUN 21 Matt 13:24-34a 

Mon 22 Luke 9:18-27 

Tue 23 Luke 11:1-13 

Wed 24 Luke 12:22-31 

Thur  25 Matt 28:16-20 

Fri 26 Luke 9:28-36 

Sat 27 Luke 9:37-50 

 

SUN 28 Matt 10:24-33, 40-42 

Mon 29 Luke 9:51-62 

Tue 30 Luke 10:1-17 

Wed 31 Luke 10:17-24 
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CHURCH SERVICES 
Sunday: Morning Worship 10.00 a.m. 

  Evening Service 6.30 p.m. 

Communion: Last Sunday in February, May and October 

                          10.00 am and 6.30 pm (after Thanksgiving) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

MINISTER     

Rev Gary Caldwell    

46 Kellie Wynd     

Dunblane     

FK15 0NR   Tel:  825324   

     

 

SESSION CLERK    CHAIRMAN OF THE 

Mr Michael Elliott   CONGREGATIONAL BOARD  

22 Bruce Avenue   Mr Anthony Bragg 

DUNBLANE    5 Tannahill Terrace 

FK15 9JB Tel:  824195  DUNBLANE 

     FK15 0AX Tel:  823168 

 

TREASURER     ORGANIST & CHOIRMASTER 

Mr Michael Yuille   Mr Michael Nolan 

35 Menteith View   29 Argyle Way 

DUNBLANE    DUNBLANE 

FK15 0PD Tel  824480  FK15 9DX Tel:  825918 

 

CLERK TO THE   CHURCH OFFICER 

CONGREGATIONAL BOARD  Jean Proto 

Mr Steven Bassett   2 Deanston Gardens 

The Old Smiddy    Doune. 

FK15 0HQ    FK16 6AZ 

Tel. 01786 823317   Tel:  01786 841143 

  

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dunblane: St. Blane’s Church of Scotland  

Registered Scottish Charity: Number SC005185 


