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Trust?
Dear Brothers and Sisters
We had a great holiday in Spain over the summer, though (and I can’t
believe I’m saying this) it was a bit too warm for me! Many people like
to laze by the pool or go to the beach on their breaks but that has never
been for me, so we walked all over Barcelona for 4 days and then
retreated down the coast to Salou, not for the beach but for the theme
park – because, as I have bored you with in the past, I love
rollercoasters and when I heard that Europe’s tallest and fastest roller
coaster was in Salou I had to go!
Let me describe this roller coaster to you - it is not the typical kind that
you may be thinking of where you get in a small train like thing, it is
slowly dragged up a hill on a chain and then drops down a steep hill and
then up and turns various bumps and turns. No, on this one you get into
a three car train (which is meant to look like an F1 car), you are told to
get everything out of your pockets, if you are in the front row you have
to wear a pair of special goggles, then the shoulder harness comes
down, the car moves forward a bit on the level and then it accelerates
you to 112 mph in about 5 seconds along a flat track and then it
suddenly climbs up a 367 feet vertical tower before going over the top
and falling vertically back down the tower and round the track back to
the start. The whole thing lasts about 30 seconds by the time you are
back to the start and what a 30 seconds!
We got there for the park opening and went straight on it and loved it so
much we decided to go back on it later. The queue was a bit longer that
time so we had to wait a bit, the queue was pretty close to the track so
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every few minutes the train shot out of the boarding station sounding
like an F1 car. As we waited though one time we saw the F1 car
shooting out of the station, getting half way up the tower and then
falling back down - something had gone wrong, it never made it to the
top. Everybody in the queue just looked at each other, some decided to
leave, others didn’t know what to do. We waited and watched as they
slowly reversed the train back towards the station. Then it stopped, 2
guys walked along the side of the track and then unceremoniously
pushed the train back into the station with little effort. We waited for a
few minutes expecting an announcement that the ride was now closed,
but, to our surprise, after a few minutes the car shot out of the station,
made it right up the tower and back down without any problems and
everybody cheered. So we queued on and boarded with a little more
anticipation that we did the first time.
All that got me thinking about the people who had been on it when it
fell back down - what would I have done, would I have wanted to get
off? Would I have been happy to be fired out of the station again?
Would I have immediately trusted the computer that controls it all or the
people? I’m not sure is the answer, but I did get back on the thing again
about 10 minutes after this and was shot up and over without any
problems.
What about us as believers - do we demonstrate the same trust in Jesus
our Saviour? Friends it is a lot easier to trust in Jesus when things are all
well, when things in our lives are how we would want them to be. But
then things go wrong, frustrations creep in, maybe even huge things
happen that make us feel like we are falling back down the tower. Do
you ever feel like giving up as a believer and getting off the train, saying
no I can’t do it anymore? I’m sure a good few people on that
rollercoaster had those thoughts.
Friends, it is in the tough times that our faith is tested, it is in the tough
times that we learn that we have to trust not in ourselves but in our Lord
Jesus. We’ve just started a look at the book of Hebrews during our
evening services. This book is written to Jews who had been converted
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to being Christians but who were in danger of falling away into apathy
and indifference maybe because life as a believer wasn’t what they had
hoped it would be. The writer urges them to focus on Jesus, hear what
he says about Jesus:
Hebrews 1
1 In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the
prophets at many times and in various ways, 2 but in
these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom
he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he
made the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance of God's
glory and the exact representation of his being,
sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he
had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the
right hand of the Majesty in heaven.
He describes the radiant Son of God to them. He resets their faith in
many ways, bringing it back to what Christianity is all about - Jesus. He
shows them who Jesus is and what he has done. He reminds them who
they once put their trust in.
He then urges them not to drift away, not to harden their hearts, not to
fall away, not to shrink back, but to live by faith looking to the example
of the heroes of the faith and also those who suffered greatly and never
gave up.
Hebrews 11
All these people were still living by faith when they
died. They did not receive the things promised; they
only saw them and welcomed them from a distance.
And they admitted that they were aliens and strangers
on earth. 14People who say such things show that they
are looking for a country of their own. 15If they had
been thinking of the country they had left, they would
have had opportunity to return. 16Instead, they were
longing for a better country—a heavenly one.
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Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God,
for he has prepared a city for them.
Friends this letter would have been a real encouragement to those who
were struggling, I commend the letter to the Hebrews to you, I
commend our evening services to you but, overall, I commend to you
the Lord Jesus, the author and perfector/finisher of faith. Do you trust
him? Do you trust him even when life doesn’t live up to what you want?
He can be trusted, he will never let you down. He will pick you up even
when you fall, he will reset you and send you off again empowered by
the Holy Spirit. He is the majestic Son. I trust him far more than any
computer on a roller coaster, do you?

Your fellow believer
Gary

Baptisms –
7th May 2017
14th May 2017

Andrew Nichol Smith
Ellie and Logan Stratton

Funerals –
1st June 2017

Donald Nichol
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St Blane’s Drama Group
During the summer the Drama Group has been busy reading scripts and
now has several possibilities, which will ensure a very entertaining
evening of comedy. We start meeting again on August 22nd in the
church hall at 7:30 pm when we will be holding our AGM and then start
casting the plays.
New members will be most welcome either to tread the boards or to
assist with back stage work. Membership is open to all local people so,
if you have any friends who have acting ambitions, please let them
know. For further information please contact Tudor Rees on 823716.

Christian Aid Week
This year, Christian Aid Week, held from 14th to 20th May, marked 60 years
of people coming together to raise funds, making a difference to those who
live in poverty around the globe. A grand total of £12,344 was raised from the
house-to-house collection in Dunblane and the restaurant and stalls in the
Cathedral Halls. This represents the highest sum collected in Dunblane to date.
The annual Christian Aid Service, which was held in St Blane's this year, was
very well attended, with guest speaker Rev Sally Foster-Fulton giving an
informative talk on the work of the organisation.
The local committee would like to express their gratitude to everyone who
contributed in any way to this magnificent result.

David Reid
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------Items for October Chronicles should be submitted by
Saturday 30th September. Contributions are always welcomed.
Please e-mail douglas@crannoch.plus.com
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St Blane's Guild
The new session of The Guild begins with our Dedication Service in
St Blane's church on Monday, October 2nd 2017 at 7.30pm. This is followed
by refreshments in the hall. Our speaker for the evening is Mrs Angela
MacKenzie. We have a varied programme arranged for the coming session and
new members are most welcome.

Dunblane Council of Churches 2016-17
This has been our most active year for some time. We offered 2 Lent house
Groups and we marked the week of prayer for Christian Unity. As usual we
published an attractive leaflet outlining all local Christmas services and we
contributed to the Dunblane Extravaganza. At our AGM we were addressed by
Bonnie McDowell of the Church of Scotland who is working for Stirling
presbytery on how individual churches can become Dementia friendly. The
Council also monitors developments in 3 local initiatives which have national
implications – Stirling Start up: Cornton Vale Hub: Stirling Citizens of
Sanctuary. It is important for us to remember all three were founded by and
led by people of faith - truly a demonstration of faith in action. We continue to
give a copy of the Scripture Union booklet ‘It’s Your Move’ to every P7 child
in Dunblane. We also hosted no less than 2 election hustings.
What’s in a name? The Council is about to consult with our members about
changing our name to “Dunblane Churches Together”. Our thinking is this title
will come across as more inclusive and inviting, and less formal. Agree?
St Blane’s Day. We continue to try and come up with something different.
This year Father Alexander of the Russian Orthodox Church will lead a special
service on the evening of Sunday 13th August. Do come if you can but, please
note, standing only. Refreshments will follow.
I am honoured to be continuing as Chair for my 3rd year (21st in total!). It
would be great if we had a stronger St Blane’s presence. We meet 6 times in
the year. Please come and join us.

Dan Gunn
degunn@hotmail.co.uk - Tel: 823798
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Prison Visitors Centres
Cornton Vale Hub is run by Stirling Interfaith Community Justice
group. In April we opened a similar set up at Glenochil, which will be
formally opened by the Cabinet Secretary for Justice on 9th August. Due
to the rebuilding of Cornton Vale and the consequent drop in numbers,
some of our Cornton Vale volunteers have moved to Glenochil. Both
Centres depend on volunteers and, to date, all our volunteers (50+) have
come from local faith communities. Comprehensive training is
provided and there is a great camaraderie between volunteers and a real
sense of offering a worthwhile and appreciated service to families who
are otherwise neglected by society. It is worth remembering that
families are not criminals but often feel they are treated as such. Do
remember this work in your prayers and, if interested in knowing more,
come and visit and see for yourself.
Our Group is not in practice inter-faith. The title is aspirational. In
reality we are a hardworking and effective presbyterian-baptist alliance!
Sadly we are about to lose our founding member and dedicated
secretary Bill Brown who, despite his advanced years, wants a fresh
challenge! An example to us all.

Dan Gunn

Catherine
Not long after Gary had joined us as Minister we were visited by Catherine
who is working abroad amongst women who are mainly from North Africa
and now living in Spain. Catherine and a team of people befriend them, help
them and teach them bible stories. She has recently sent some details of her
work and some prayer points (see below). Please pray for her and the woman
she works with.

One Constant Message in a Shifting Context
Today is May 1st, and marks the end of a season in our ministry, here just
outside of Barcelona, where our team is reaching out to North African
immigrants. We are giving back the keys to our centre, and moving into larger
premises. This is just another of many changes that have marked a year of
transition: since last summer our Lebanese team leader has, as scheduled,
been replaced by an experienced Columbian missionary. I have returned after
a long period in the UK, two single women have joined us, two babies have
been born, a couple are leaving in May, and by summer 2018 our present team
of 13 adults might, for a season, be down to 3. Our contacts too, come and go,
depending on their chances of work. It seems that the only constant is the
change.
In the midst of all this, we try to remember that God is faithful, and our
identity is in Christ. It is also essential to maintain healthy team relationships,
despite being varied in age, family context, experience, language and cultural
values. One example: an American team member was critical of an Asian
couple for not attending the welcome party of a new team member. It turned
out that the Latin American team leader hadn’t given a lot of notice, and the
Asian couple (who, incidentally, are sent by a Canadian organisation) already
had a Skype call arranged with their leadership. We need to give people the
benefit of the doubt. Good team dynamics are not just about us supporting one
another. We also hope that our love for one another will witness to the fact
that we have the same Father.
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The work here began in 2009 and has grown since then. In different ways we
try to build relationships and share the Gospel: one team member runs an
urban garden, other men do outdoor trips with friends, one member trains a
group of women to make jewellery from recycled magazine paper, which we
can then sell in order for them to gain some extra income. Children’s work, at
various times, has involved a football club, an English club, and a summer
club. The second generation of immigrants are often interested in our English
classes, but I’ve been more involved in teaching Spanish and literacy classes.
Many classes in our centre include Bible stories. I support the team by
crafting Bible texts into sets of stories that are appropriate for our students,
taking into account their cultural background and level of Spanish. In the
autumn we did a series based around honour and shame, and in the spring, our
stories were on the theme of the Shepherd King. I had read that the image of
Jesus as our Shepherd particularly appealed to North Africans, and they
certainly were very attentive as we reached the story of the Good Shepherd,
who knew and cared for each sheep, and whose sheep recognised his voice. At
the end of term, the ladies were touched as I explained that the most important
thing I wanted them to take away was how dear and loved each one was by
God, like a tender lamb being held by its shepherd. I gave each lady a little
picture representing that truth. It is my hope that I can encourage and support
other full-time missionaries and Christian volunteers to use these same stories
in their own classes.
We often do weekly women’s cafes, where we can reflect more on spiritual
topics, using crafts, games, sketches and music. But instead this spring we
began a course to help a small group of ladies investigate what the Bible taught
about key characters, using a series of DVDs called Al Massira (The Journey).
The four ladies watched attentively, but also shared their own beliefs - that
Adam’s sin was forgiven and had no further consequences; that their religion
didn’t include the theme of animal sacrifice; and that it was impossible for
them to imagine such honoured men as Aaron and David to have sinned, as the
Bible portrays. And we still haven’t reached the main episode on Jesus!
These meetings have been a learning curve for all, and have reminded me of
the importance of strong friendships to withstand such difficult conversations,
and that, although we have to be faithful in proclaiming the Gospel, only God
can give spiritual sight. Please pray that He will.

Catherine
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Presbytery Report 2016-17
This has been a difficult year in that the number of vacancies has increased and more
Ministers and certain Elders are having to do more and more. This situation has long
been predicted and Stirling is now reflecting the national picture. Sadly, given the age
range of our Ministers and the limited numbers coming through, the immediate picture
does not look good. Many churches are having to think how they can develop their
local mission without a full time leader. This can be an opportunity which allows new
thinking and practices.
I was a member of a small group set up under the Business Convener to review how
presbytery does its business. All our recommendations were accepted and will be put
into effect in the coming session. Some of our meetings will be held in local churches.
I led a small presbytery group to review the situation in a linked charge where the
relationship between the kirk sessions and the departing minister had seemed to have
broken down.
Our big initiative has been to support the pioneering work of Bonnie McDowell in
how to make churches dementia friendly. This role will be financed for another 2
years. Also our new Pioneer Minister, Dr Janet Foggie at Stirling University, is well
established. A sign of my age is that I worked with her mother in a church committee
in Greenock in the mid-1990s! Our Moderator, Rev Lynne Mack, is continuing until
December, which will be the changeover date in future.
Gilmour Cuthbertson is standing down from what is known as an additional Elder,
having been for many years the Presbytery Treasurer. He has been a great servant of
presbytery and we will miss him. Along with the late, equally dedicated and
hardworking Andrew Dunn, they ensured that St Blane’s made a distinctive and valued
service to presbytery.
Looking ahead our minister is taking over as convener of Church in Community. I am
honoured to have been nominated as Presbytery Elder for another year (my 8th) and I
will be continuing as convener of Oversight.
Do remember the work of Presbytery in your prayers and in particular pray for more
Elders to come forward from here and elsewhere to ensure we provide the best
possible service to our churches. Do we need to be reminded we are not a
congregational but an active, proud Presbyterian church?

Dan Gunn
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Daily Bible Reading Guide for
September - October 2017
Fri
Sat

September 2017
1
Mark 14:27-42
2
Mark 14:43-52

SUN
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thur
Fri
Sat

3
4
5
6
7
8
9

John 8:47-59
Mark 14:53-65
Mark 14:66-72
Mark 15:1-11
Mark 15:12-21
Mark 15:22-32
Mark 15:33-39

SUN
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thur
Fri
Sat

10
11
12
13
14
15
16

John 10:31-42
Mark 15:40-47
Mark 16:1-20
Matt 2:1-12
Matt 2:13-23
Matt 3:1-12
Matt 3:13-17

SUN
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thur
Fri
Sat

17
18
19
20
21
22
23

John 11:45-57
Matt 4:1-11
Matt 4:12-17
Matt 4:18-25
Matt 5:1-10
Matt 5:11-16
Matt 5:17-20

SUN
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thur
Fri
Sat

24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Luke 3:7-18
Matt 5:21-26
Matt 5:27-37
Matt 5:38-48
Matt 6:1-6, 16-18
Matt 6:7-15
Matt 6:19-24

SUN
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thur
Fri
Sat

October 2017
1
Luke 5:1-11
2
Matt 6:25-34
3
Matt 7:1-12
4
Matt 7:13-21
5
Matt 7:22-29
6
Matt 8:1-17
7
Matt 8:18-27

SUN
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thur
Fri
Sat

8
9
10
11
12
13
14

Luke 7:11-17
Matt 8:28-34
Matt 9:1-8
Matt 9:9-17
Matt 9:18-26
Matt 9:27-34
Matt 9:35-10:4

SUN
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thur
Fri
Sat

15
16
17
18
19
20
21

Luke 7:36-50
Matt 10:5-15
Matt 10:16-23
Matt 10:24-33
Matt 10:34-42
Matt 11:1-6
Matt 11:7-15

SUN
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thur
Fri
Sat

22
23
24
25
26
27
28

Luke 10:1-12, 17-20
Matt 11:16-24
Matt 11:25-30
Matt 12:1-14
Matt 12:15-21
Matt 12:22-32
Matt 12:33-42

SUN
Mon
Tue

29
30
31

Luke 10:25-37
Matt 12:43-50
Matt 13:1-9
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CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday:

Morning Worship 10.00 a.m.
Evening Service 6.30 p.m.

Communion: Last Sunday in February, May and October
10.00 am and 6.30 pm (after Thanksgiving)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------MINISTER
Rev Gary Caldwell
46 Kellie Wynd
Dunblane
FK15 0NR Tel: 825324

SESSION CLERK
Mr Michael Elliott
22 Bruce Avenue
DUNBLANE
FK15 9JB
Tel: 824195

CHAIRMAN OF THE
CONGREGATIONAL BOARD
Mr Anthony Bragg
5 Tannahill Terrace
DUNBLANE
FK15 0AX
Tel: 823168

TREASURER
Mr Michael Yuille
35 Menteith View
DUNBLANE
FK15 0PD
Tel 824480

ORGANIST & CHOIRMASTER
Mr Michael Nolan
29 Argyle Way
DUNBLANE
FK15 9DX
Tel: 825918

CLERK TO THE
CONGREGATIONAL BOARD
Mr Steven Bassett
The Old Smiddy
FK15 0HQ
Tel. 01786 823317

CHURCH OFFICER
Jean Proto
2 Deanston Gardens
Doune.
FK16 6AZ
Tel: 01786 841143

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Dunblane: St. Blane’s Church of Scotland
Registered Scottish Charity: Number SC005185
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